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Trigraph Professional Services

Open Source Software & Linux Overview

Executive Briefing

Description:
The Open Source Software (OSS) and Linux Overview is a half-day presentation designed to enhance delegates’ awareness of Open Source and of the opportunity it presents to large organisations for efficiencies, improved performance and cost-savings across the IT function. The session comprises three main parts: the OSS ‘Big Picture’; a description of Linux; and a review of the principal application software suites available to run on OSS platforms. Open Source is a much wider subject than Linux; much of the value of this Overview is to be found in positioning Linux in the context of Free Software in general, while also considering legal, licensing, support and compatibility questions that have a practical impact on provision of a viable enterprise IT service. 

Audience:
This Overview is suitable for IT Managers and Directors, general Business Managers and Directors, and Project/Programme Managers. All of these need a high-level view of  OSS and Linux and how the maximum business benefit, and cost savings, can be derived from use of these technologies.

Duration:
Half-day.

Objectives:
On completion of this Briefing, delegates will:

· Be able to define the terms Open Source and Free Software, understanding the implications of both for enterprise IT systems and licence obligations.

· Be aware of the main Linux variants and their principal components.

· See that Linux has become a viable alternative back-end server operating system to compete with Microsoft, UNIX and mainframe offerings.

· Be familiar of the available OSS application  software suites, their operational and file-format compatibility with current mainstream applications, and the potential for licence-fee savings where the enterprise adopts OSS applications.

· Have been introduced to the process and operational aspects of migrating to and maintaining an OSS IT environment.

Briefing Content


Free Software Overview.

What is Free Software? (Libre vs. Gratuit).
Why does Free Software matter to business? 
Free Software is more than Linux.
The business case for Free Software.
Who is developing and using free software today? Vendors, End-users.
Free software and governments. 

Legislation efforts. 
Building an IT infrastructure around free software.
Who supports free software?
Migrating from commercial off the shelf software (COTS) to Free Software: what are the risks involved?
Overview of the Linux Operating System.
Linux Background.
Linux: POSIX-compliant UNIX-like OS.
Linux in the Enterprise.
Linux Enterprise Users.
Where Linux Fits: Edge services, Desktop, Server. 
Linux Distributions.
Linux Future. 
Other Free OSs.


Overview of Free Software Applications.
Available Applications.

CRM/ERP.

Desktop automation/office suites.
E-mail and Groupware.

Development suites.

Application servers.

Application Portability. 
Proprietary applications and vendors.


Real-World Free Software Deployment.

Close.
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